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A few years ago, staff and PTA members at Seven Oaks Elementary in Wesley Chapel noticed that some students
were unable to participate in the yearly Scholastic Book Fair.

"It was so sad," said Charla Palmer, media specialist at Seven Oaks Elementary. "Teachers didn't want kids who
couldn't buy books to be embarrassed, so they'd sometimes ask them to stay back in the classroom during the book
fair. Other kids were told they could just look at the books."

Three years ago, Palmer joined forces with the PTA to make sure that no Seven Oaks student would leave the book
fair empty handed.

"The PTA felt that if a child was not able to participate in the fair, then we should ensure that every child who wants
a book, gets a book," said Ana DaSilva-Bernie, PTA president.

Getting involved with Scholastic Book Fairs' national All for Books program, Seven Oaks Elementary this year raised
$2,418 toward the purchase of 970 books from Scholastic. That's one book for every child at the school. Through this
program, schools generate funds for the purchase of books for their disadvantaged students. For every dollar raised,
Scholastic donates one book to an organization that helps needy children around the world.

Due to this year's Seven Oaks Books for All donation, facilitated through PTA fundraisers that include family movie
nights and cookie dough sales, 2,400 books will be sent to the Kids In Need Foundation and Kids in Distressed
Situations Inc.

"We want the kids to understand the great need in our own community," said Danielle Biggs, treasurer of the Seven
Oaks PTA as well as a teacher and parent at the school.

The free books, handpicked by Palmer and PTA members, were delivered to the students last week in their
classrooms.

"As a teacher, I see the benefits of reading to my students," Biggs said. "As a parent, I see how excited my kids are
when they get free books."

And, according to Denise Nicholas, first vice president of the Seven Oaks PTA, that's the whole point.

"We do all this for the kids," she said. "They're the ones who really matter."

Kids at Northwest Elementary in Hudson also are learning the value of reading and giving the gift of literacy.
Northwest students recently sent 410 books to students in Papua New Guinea as part of the school's yearly

participation in the OCHO Project: Read for a Need. In this program, now in its fifth year at Northwest, students
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kids enjoy these books over the Summer, schoo] counselor Lisa Peart asks them to bring back the books to be
donated to needy kids acrogs the world, in areas such ag Africa, India, Vietnam — and this year, Papua New Guinea,

And they learn to give back.

Children's author Marilyn Perlyn, creator of the OCHO Project, travels to member countries to deliver the books.
She sends photos and storjeg from her trips to Peart, who shareg the tales and images of life jn Papua New Guinea
with the students at Northwest.
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